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Celebrating Clinical Medical Research



My Research Journey: 
Science Inspired by Our Patients 
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My Research Journey: 
Science Creates Hope and Saves Lives 
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Celebrating Clinical Research at Lasker: 
Clinical Researchers
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Bernard Fisher
1985 Lasker Award

Al Sommer
1997 Lasker Award

John B. Glen
2018 Lasker Award



Celebrating Clinical Research at Lasker: 
Research Teams

5

Charles Rice, Ralf Bartenschlager, and 
Michael Sofia

Hepatitis Drugs – 2016 Lasker Cystic Fibrosis Drugs – 2023 Lasker

Jesús González, Michael J. Welsh, and 
Paul A. Negulescu



Celebrating Clinical Research at Lasker: 
Research Teams
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Lotte Bjerre Knudsen, Joel Habener, and 
Svetlana Mojsov

GLP-1 Drugs – 2024 Lasker Optical Coherence Tomography (OCT) – 
2025 Lasker

James G. Fujimoto, David Huang, 
and Eric A. Swanson



Clinical Research Honored with Lasker Public Service Award
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Maurice Hilleman
1983 Lasker

Number of lives saved by 
childhood vaccinations since 
1974  --estimated to be 94 
million globally for measles alone

Harold Freeman
2000 Lasker

Addressing social determinants of diseases, 
especially patient navigation programs.



US Clinical Research in Peril

• Federal budget cuts

• Political review of grants

• Anti-DEI policies

• Restricted research topics (e.g. mRNA)

• Appropriations vs. OMB release of funds

• Threats to indirect cost recovery, endowment taxes, etc. 
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US Clinical Research in Peril



US Clinical Research in Peril



US Clinical Research in Peril

• 12% cut to NIH (exclusive of ARPA-H 
which would be cut 37%)

• 42% cut to CDC

• Eliminate AHRQ

• Cuts NSF funding by more than half

• Includes proposal for 100% forward 
funding in FY27

• Note:  AAU report—China has 
officially surpassed the US in R&D 
funding



US Clinical Research in Peril

“Build Back Better”

“Science Before and After 
the Rupture”



The Challenge: 
Research vs. Healthcare Rankings
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Research:  US at the Top Healthcare: US at the Bottom



The Challenge: 
Poor Health Outcomes and Costs

Outcomes Lag Health Disparities High Costs
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The Challenge: Social Determinants of Health

Income correlates with life expectancy:
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“Your zip code is a more powerful 
driver of health status

than your genetic code.”
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The Promise of Clinical Research
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Base editing e.g., Baby KJ
Personalized and Predictive Medicine

New Diagnostics

New Therapies e.g., 
Pancreatic cancer drugs 



The Promise of Clinical Research
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Demis Hassabis
2023 Lasker — AlphaFold 
to predict 3-D structure of 

proteins

Wearables

Implementation Research

Big Data

Artificial Intelligence



Realizing the Promise: Science Communication
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Drew Weissman– 2021 Lasker



Realizing the Promise: Making the Economic Case

Example: NIH

• NIH grants generated $95 billion 
in US economic activity in FY24

• NIH grants supported 407K US 
jobs in FY24

• ROI = $2.56 for every $1 in awards

“Need to ensure that America’s biomedical innovation 
ecosystem, which has a strong and well-funded NIH at its 
center, remains the envy of the world.”
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Realizing the Promise: Making it Personal
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Cochlear Implant Checkpoint Inhibitors Long-acting Antiretrovirals

Graeme M. Clark, Ingeborg Hochmair, 
and Blake S. Wilson – 2013 Lasker

Jim Allison – 2015 Lasker
Slim and Quarraisha Abdool 
Karim – Global HIV responses-- 
2024 Lasker



Hellmuth Hertz
1977 Lasker--Ultrasound

Godfrey HounsfieldWilliam Oldendorf
1975 Lasker– CT scan

Realizing the Promise: 
Making it Personal

Paul Lauterbur
1985 Lasker– MRI scan
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Realizing the Promise – Be the Solution

• Be a voice for science

• Be a role model

• Be familiar with advocacy 
tools and initiatives

• Share your story

• Express your thanks
22
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